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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15 and 35 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument (page 7, 2 nd paragraph), that Gauthier's 
disclosure does not teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, the examiner cites 
the rejection of claim 13 below, where Gauthier addresses the claimed invention by 
providing configuration information for at least one user object (108 - figure 1 and Col. 
4, lines 58-66 and Col. 6, lines 32-47) to an access device (108 - figure 3) in a 
multimedia communication network system having a server (Col. 3, lines 1-19), access 
devices being associated with one or more households (1 14 - figure 1 and Col. 4, line 
58 - Col. 5, line 8). Gauthier meets claimed household by disclosing a viewer within a 
residence could have an NID account created and stored on the provider's server. The 
NID stores all the viewer's identities and account information (Col. 7, line 19 - Col. 7, 
line 20). So therefore, a single viewer living in a residence with multiple viewer accounts 
and ASTBs meets claimed "household". 



In response to applicant's argument (page 8, 4 m paragraph), that Gauthier's 
disclosure does not teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, the examiner cites 
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the rejection of claim 13, where Gauthier addresses "receiving information that an 
access device is being associated with a household" by disclosing when the viewer 
connects the ASTB or "access device" to the cable plant through the normal premise 
cable outlet and the ASTB goes through an initialization process in which a normal 
DHCP process occurs to establish IP connectivity between the ASTB and a member 
services component of the MSO (Col. 5, lines 30-40). So, when the MSO DHCP server 
receives information from the ASTB or "access device", IP connectivity is established 
between the server and the ASTB or "access device" facilitating the association of the 
newly added device to the subscriber's residence or "household". 

In response to applicant's argument (page 9, 2 nd paragraph), that Gauthier's 
disclosure does not teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, the examiner cites 
the rejection of claim 13, where Gauthier addresses "determining whether the access 
device is the household's first access device", by disclosing when the ASTB or "access 
device" is the household's first, a registration code must be entered which allows the 
MSO server to know that this is the subscriber's first ASTB or "access device" (Col. 5, 
lines 10-50). If the user adds a second ASTB or "access device" to the residence or 
"household" a registration code is not required since it was previously entered and the 
NID or "household" was previously established (Col. 9, lines 11-31). 

In response to applicant's argument (pages 9-10, 3 rd paragraph), that Gauthier's 
disclosure does not teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, the examiner cites 
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the rejection of claim 13, where Gauthier addresses "providing to the access device 
configuration information for at least one user object associated with the household 
when the access device is not the first access device of the household" by disclosing 
when a user adds a new ASTB or "access device" to the residence or "household", the 
user logs on with a name and password that is used as an identifier to indicate to the 
server who the subscriber is and the server sends the viewers record or "user object" to 
the newly added ASTB or "access device" which then stores the viewer record or "user 
object" in cache memory (Col. 6, line 21 - Col 7, line 20 and Col. 9, lines 11-30). 

In response to applicant's argument (page 9, 3 rd paragraph), that Gauthier's 
disclosure does not teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, the examiner cites 
the rejection of claim 14, where Gauthier addresses the viewer account is "associated 
with [a] household", a household is a broad enough term to be interpreted to be a user's 
NID that is associated with one ASTB or a plurality of ASTBs within a residence or 
"household" therefore making the viewer account or "user object" associated with the 
household. 

In response to applicant's argument (page 10, 4 th paragraph), that the 
combination of Gauthier and Ellis do not teach or suggest the presently claimed 
invention, the examiner cites the rejection of claims 25 and 27, where Gauthier and Ellis 
address "when the access device is not the first access device of the household, the 
configuration information for the at least one user object is automatically provided to the 
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access device and the configuration information for all of the user objects is 
automatically provided to the access device, the examiner respectfully disagrees" (Ellis 
- U 191-192). Ellis does teach providing the information automatically to other devices 
when the user requests the configuration information is sent to all devices within the 
household (Figure 40) (Paragraph 217). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 13-14, 16-17, 19-20, 22-24, 29-30, and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gautier (U.S. 6,618,858). 

Regarding Claim 13, the claimed element "receiving information that an access 
device is being associated with a household" is taught by Gautier in figure 2, at step 
204. Gautier teaches once plugged in, the ASTB goes through an initialization process 
to establish connectivity between the ASTB and the MSO (column 5, lines 35-40). The 
claimed element "determining whether the access device is the household's first access 
device" is taught by step 206 in figure 2. Gautier teaches a new customer must enter a 
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registration code on the home page of the MSO (column 5, lines 41-49). The claimed 
element "providing to the access device configuration information for at least one user 
object associated with the household when the access device is not the first access 
device of the household", is taught by Gautier (column 9, lines 11-35). Disclosed by 
Gautier is if an existing viewer wants to use services on another ASTB, the viewer 
needs to bind the viewer account to the existing NID. 

As for Claim 14, the claimed element "receiving configuration information for at 
least one user object from a user via the access device when the access device is the 
first access device of the household" is taught by Gautier (column 5, lines 49-59). 
Disclosed by Gautier, at step 202 the new viewer contacts the MSO operator who 
establishes a new subscriber account using the viewers name and address. The MSO 
operator then provides the user with a registration code to be used on the MSO home 
page to validate the new viewer. The MSO uses the code to validate the subscriber and 
when the validation is completed, a binding between the ATSB and information on and 
a first account on the network is established by using the information the user initially 
provided to the MSO (column 5, lines 12-57). 

Regarding Claim 16, Gauthier teaches, "means for receiving information that an 
access device is being associated with a household" by disclosing step 204 in figure 
2. Gautier teaches once plugged in, the ASTB goes through an initialization process to 
establish connectivity between the ASTB and the MSO (column 5, lines 35-40). The 
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claimed element "means for determining whether the access device is the household's 
first access device" is taught by step 206 in figure 2. Gautier teaches a new customer 
must enter a registration code on the home page of the MSO (column 5, lines 41-49). 
The claimed element "means for providing to the access device configuration 
information for at least one user object associated with the household when the access 
device is not the first access device of the household" is taught by Gautier (column 9, 
lines 1 1-35). Disclosed by Gautier is if an existing viewer wants to use services on 
another ASTB, the viewer needs to bind the viewer account to the existing NID. 

As to Claims 17 and 20 are rejected wherein "receiving configuration information 
for at least one user object from a user via the access device when the access device is 
the first access device of the household" (Column 12, lines 12-59). 

Regarding Claim 19, the claimed element "receiving information that an access 
device is being associated with a household" is taught by Gautier in figure 2, at step 
204. Gautier teaches once plugged in, the ASTB goes through an initialization process 
to establish connectivity between the ASTB and the MSO (column 5, lines 35-40). The 
claimed element "determining whether the access device is the household's first access 
device" is taught by step 206 in figure 2. Gautier teaches a new customer must enter a 
registration code on the home page of the MSO (column 5, lines 41-49). The claimed 
element "providing to the access device configuration information for at least one user 
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object associated with the household when the access device is not the first access 
device of the household", is taught by Gautier (column 9, lines 11-35). Disclosed by 
Gautier is if an existing viewer wants to use services on another ASTB, the viewer 
needs to bind the viewer account to the existing NID. 

As to Claim 22, the claimed element "wherein information that the access device 
is being associated with the household is automatically received in response to a user 
coupling the access device to the multimedia communication network system" is taught 
by Gautier (column 5, lines 37-40). Gautier teaches once the ASTB is plugged in, it 
goes through an initialization process to establish connectivity with the MSO. 

As to Claim 23, the claimed element "receiving information that an access device 
is being associated with the household includes prompting the user to identify the 
household includes prompting the user to identify the household when the access 
device is being coupled to the multimedia communication network system", is taught by 
Gautier (column 7, lines 21-26). Gautier teaches when a viewer logs on to an ASTB; a 
viewer enters a TV name and a PIN to be used to retrieve the associated UID. 

As to Claim 24, the claimed element "providing to the access device an indication 
of whether the access device is determined to be the household's first access device", is 
taught by Gautier (column 5, lines 37-50). Gautier teaches the new viewer can only 
access the MSO home page and to access the MSO services, the viewer must enter a 
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registration code on the home page of the MSO, which was obtained earlier from an 
MSO operator in step 202. Once the viewer enters the registration code, the network 
validates the viewer's information to facilitate successfully binding the ASTB to the MSO 
and creating the NID. 

As to Claim 29, the claimed element "receiving updated configuration information 
for the at least one user object via the access device" is taught in step 510 in figure 5. 
Gautier teaches when a new viewer account is created, the viewer is directed to the 
member services page to set preferences, settings, login names, passwords, etc. to 
create an NID. Further, once the NID is created the network generates a UID, which is 
transmitted to and stored in the cached ASTB viewer record (column 8, lines 66-67 and 
column 9, lines 1-10). 

As to Claim 30, the claimed element "determining whether an administrator 
attribute in the at least one user object enables a protected setting in the configuration 
information to be updated", is taught in step 502 in figure 5. Gautier teaches when a 
viewer is attempting to create another account; the ASTB determines whether the 
viewer of the existing account has the necessary rights to make another account 
(column 8, lines 39-51). 

As to Claim 33, the claimed element "when the access device is the household's 
first access device, providing to the access device configuration information for at least 
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one user object that was created beforehand", is taught by Gautier. Disclosed by 
Gautier, to register, the viewer must enter the registration code on the MSO home page, 
the MSO uses the code to validate the subscriber. When the validation is completed, a 
binding between the ATSB and MSO is complete and information on a first account on 
the network is established by using the information the user initially provided to the 
MSO operator in step 202 in figure 2 (column 5, lines 9-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made, 

4. Claims 15, 18, 21 , 25-28, 31-32, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gautier in view of Ellis et al. "Ellis" (U.S. 2005/0028208). 

As for Claims 15, 18, and 21, Gauthier fails to explicitly disclose providing to the 
access device a ticket number corresponding to the configuration information received 
from the user. In an analogous art, Ellis discloses the claimed providing to the access 
device a ticket number corresponding to the configuration information received from the 
user, as a ticket number is broad enough to read on the disclosure of Ellis, that a unique 
number may be provided by the program guide, so the that the user may access the 
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guide settings from remote locations (Paragraph 218). The user's guide settings are 
revised based upon the user's adjustments. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Gauthier 
with the teachings of Ellis in order to provide to the access device a ticket number 
corresponding to the configuration information received from the user for the benefit of 
allowing a user to access his/her updated settings from a remote location (Ellis - 
Paragraph 218). 

Regarding Claim 25, Gautier teaches providing configuration information to other 
ASTB (column 9, lines 11-14). Gautier fails to teach "the configuration information for 
the at least one user object is automatically provided to the access device." In an 
analogous art, Ellis teaches a program guide system, that coordinates the operation of 
the multiple interactive television program guides, so that changes made to the first 
interactive television program guide may be used by the second interactive television 
program guide (paragraph 191-192). Ellis further teaches the user may indicate specific 
locations, whether it is the current location, specific locations, or all locations, for the 
settings to be applied to (figure 40) (Paragraph 217). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Gautier with the teachings of Ellis to automatically provide configuration information for 
a user object to an access device for the benefit of allowing users to user personalized 
settings in different locations within a household (Ellis - paragraph 13). 
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Claim 26 is rejected wherein "when the access device is not the first access 
device of the household, providing to the access device configuration information for all 
of the user objects associated with the household" based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claim 25. 

Claim 27 is rejected wherein "the configuration information for all of the user 
objects is automatically provided to the household" based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claim 25. 

As for Claim 28, Gautier teaches users may access different ASTBs and access 
their personalized settings by logging on. Gautier fails to teach all user objects [are] 
provided to the access device in response to a request. In an analogous art, Ellis et al. 
teaches users can request locations of where they would like settings applied to during 
initial configuration of profiles as shown in figure 40 (paragraph 217). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the teachings of Gautier with Ellis to provide user objects to access devices 
upon request for the benefit of allowing users to control the locations of where settings 
are applied to (Ellis - paragraph 13). 

As for Claim 31, Gautier fails to teach automatically providing to the access 
device updated configuration information for the at least one user object. In an 
analogous art, Ellis teaches in figures 28 and 40, the user may make changes to user 



Application/Control Number: 09/895,879 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2614 

settings and indicate which locations for the changes to apply to (Paragraphs 191 and 
217). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Gautier with the teachings of Ellis to automatically 
providing to the access device updated configuration information for the at least one 
user object to facilitating users to apply personal settings to more than one location in a 
household (Ellis - paragraph 13). 

Considering Claim 32, the claimed elements of wherein the updated 
configuration information is provided to the access device with a ticket number, 
corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 15, and is * 
likewise treated. 

As for Claim 34, Gautier teaches "at least one user object was created 
beforehand by a service provider in the multimedia communication network system", in 
figure 2, starting at step 202. At step 202, the new viewer contacts the MSO operator 
and a new subscriber account is created which contains general information like name 
and address. The new viewer is provided with a registration code, which is used later to 
validate the subscriber with the MSO. Once the validation is complete, information on 
the first account on the network is established (column 5, lines 12-59). 
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5. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gauthier 
in view of Ellis as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Zoller et al. "Zoller" 
(U.S. 6,941,291). 

Regarding Claim 35, the combination of Gauthier and Ellis disclose that a unique 
number may be provided by the program guide, so the user may access the guide 
settings from remote locations (Paragraph 218). Gautier and Ellis fail to explicitly teach 
providing to the access device a different ticket number with updated configuration 
information for at least one user object. 

In an analogous art, Zoller teaches providing to the access device a different 
ticket number with updated configuration information for at least one user object (Col. 
1 1 , lines 1-12). Zoller discloses that it is well known in the art to provide a new version 
number or "ticket number" to a device when changes are made to a user profile or "user 
object". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combination of Gautier and Ellis with the 
teachings of Zoller in order to provide a new ticket number each time a user updated 
his/her configuration information and provide the associated new ticket number to the 
access device. One would have been motivated to make this modification in order to 
allow a user to recall previous configuration information settings. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Parry whose telephone number is (571) 272-8328. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Examiner's Initials: 
March 1, 2006 



